
Standard 3:  Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 
   Standards and Components Sixth Seventh Eighth 

Write using correct grammar and 
usage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use conventions correctly 

 
Check for Proficiency.  Know and use correctly: 
• Subject/verb agreement 
• Parts of speech 

Nouns:  common, proper 
         Pronouns: personal 
          Adjectives:  size, color, number, condition 
          Verbs: action, mental, linking, helping 
          Adverbs 
          Articles 
          Prepositions 
          Conjunctions 
          Interjections – introduce 
• Identify and use homonyms and  

          homophones correctly 
• Identify and use correct forms (possessives, 

contractions, plurals) 
• Know and use complex and complete 

sentences 
• Identify complex sentence fragments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capitalization 
• First words, titles, places, transportation, 

organizations 
 
Punctuation 
• End punctuation, basic quotation mark usage, 

commas with conjunctions, in a series and 
introductory phrases, apostrophe in 
contractions and singulars and possessives, 
abbreviations 

 
 

 
Check for proficiency. Know and use correctly: 
• Subject/verb agreement 
• Nouns:  concrete, abstract, collective, 

singular, plural, possessive, compound, 
object of  the preposition, as complements, 
predicate noun, predicate adjective, direct and 
indirect objective      

• Pronouns:  personal, subject/predicate, object, 
possessive, reflexive, intensive, interrogative, 
demonstrative 

• Comparative/superlative adjectives and 
adverbs 

• Verbs: irregular, simple/perfect, progressive 
• Compound/complex sentences 
• Avoid double negatives 
• Review and build upon identification and use 

of root words, prefixes, and suffixes 
• Modifiers 
• Know and use homophones and homonyms 

correctly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capitalization 
• Use standard capitalization and emphasize   

nationalities, languages, and races 
 
Punctuation 
• Use apostrophes, quotation marks, end marks, 

commas, colons, and semi-colons 
 
 
 

 
• Check for proficiency in using the following: 
         nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs 
         pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions, and 
         interjections 
• Use correct rules of agreement for pronoun-

antecedent and subject/verb agreement 
• Recognize and use parts of a sentence such as 

direct objects, indirect objects, objects of the 
preposition, predicate nominatives, and 
predicate adjectives 

• Know and correctly use regular and irregular 
verbs 

• Know and correctly use modifiers, homonyms 
and homophones 

• Recognize and use prepositional phrases as 
adjectives and adverbs 

• Review and build upon identification and use 
of root words, prefixes, and suffixes 

• Identify and use simple, compound, complex, 
and compound/complex sentences 

• Recognize and use types of conjunctions: 
coordinating, correlative, subordinating 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Capitalization 
• Use conventional capitalization 
 
 
Punctuation 
• Know and use commas in a series, between 

two adjectives, with appositives, direct 
address, letters, introductory words/phrases, 
in dialogue, and in complex and compound 
sentences 

• Know and use apostrophes, quotation marks 
• Use underlining/italics 
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Identify and use conventional spelling • Know and use abbreviations correctly 
• Know and use regular and irregular plurals 
• Know and use the first 665 words from Fry 

word list 
• Use writing resources such as dictionaries, 

spell checkers, and charts to monitor spelling 
accuracy 

 

• Expand spelling words to include more 
complex words 

• Know and use first 830 words from Fry word 
list. 

• Use writing resources such as spell checker 
and dictionaries to monitor conventional 
spelling 

 

• Spell correctly 1000 words from Fry word list 
(middle school is responsible for the last 500 
words)  

• Identify and use conventional spelling 

Standard 2 and 3  
Speaking 

• Understands purpose for speaking 
• Understands and uses various types of 

speaking (conversation, discussion, book 
report, presentation, explanation, speech, 
interviewing, giving directions, etc.   

• Uses appropriate speaking strategies  (speak 
clearly, keep to purpose, etc.) 

• Present information in a logical, well-ordered 
manner 

• Use vocabulary appropriate and specific to 
the topic 

• Use appropriate conventions of language 
(grammar) 

• Construct message in a clear concise manner 
• Deliver speech using strategies appropriate to 

purpose and audience, speak smoothly, and 
clearly with appropriate volume and tone 

• Understands purpose for speaking 
• Understands and uses various types of 

speaking (conversation, discussion, book 
report, presentation, explanation, speech, 
interviewing, giving directions, etc.   

• Uses appropriate speaking strategies  (speak 
clearly, keep to purpose, etc.) 

• Present information in a logical, well-ordered 
manner 

• Use vocabulary appropriate and specific to 
the topic 

• Use appropriate conventions of language 
(grammar) 

• Construct message in a clear concise manner 
• Deliver speech using strategies appropriate to 

purpose and audience, speak smoothly, and 
clearly with appropriate volume and tone 

• Understands purpose for speaking 
• Understands and uses various types of 

speaking (conversation, discussion, book 
report, presentation, explanation, speech, 
interviewing, giving directions, etc.   

• Uses appropriate speaking strategies  (speak 
clearly, keep to purpose, etc.) 

• Present information in a logical, well-ordered 
manner 

• Use vocabulary appropriate and specific to 
the topic 

• Use appropriate conventions of language 
(grammar) 

• Construct message in a clear concise manner 
• Deliver speech using strategies appropriate to 

purpose and audience, speak smoothly, and 
clearly with appropriate volume and tone 
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